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Chief Constable Andy Trotter, chairman of Acpo's media advisory group, took the 
decision to send the warning after growing criticism of the police's treatment of 
photographers. Thanks Cimmerian! Writing in today's Independent, he says: "Everyone... 
has a right to take photographs and film in public places. Taking photographs... is not 
normally cause for suspicion and there are no powers prohibiting the taking of photographs, 
film or digital images in a public place." 

He added: "We need to make sure that our officers and Police Community Support Officers 
[PCSOs] are not unnecessarily targeting photographers just because they are going about 
their business. The last thing in the world we want to do is give photographers a hard time or 
alienate the public. We need the public to help us. "Photographers should be left alone to get 
on with what they are doing. If an officer is suspicious of them for some reason they can just 
go up to them and have a chat with them - use old-fashioned policing skills to be frank - 
rather than using these powers, which we don't want to over-use at all." 

Section 44 of the Terrorism Act allows the police to stop and search anyone they want, 
without need for suspicion, in a designated area. The exact locations of many of these areas 
are kept secret from the public, but are thought to include every railway station in and well- 
known tourist landmarks thought to be at risk of terrorist attacks. Many photographers have 
complained that officers are stopping them in the mistaken belief that the legislation prohibits 
photographs in those areas. Forces who use Section 44, most commonly London's 
Metropolitan Police, have repeatedly briefed and guided frontline officers on how to use the 
powers without offending the public. 

But privately senior officers are "exasperated, depressed and embarrassed" by the actions of 
junior officers and, particularly, PCSOs who routinely misuse the legislation. One source said 
that an "internal urban myth" had built up around police officers who believe that 
photography in Section 44 areas is not allowed. The aberrations have resulted in nearly 100 
complaints to the police watchdog. Since April 2008 every complaint made by a member of 
the public about the use of Section 44 powers, unlike other complaints, must be forwarded to 
the Independent Police Complaints Commission. In the past 18 months there have been 94 
complaints. Eight of these specifically mentioned the fact that the issue arose around 
photography. Acpo's communique has been welcomed by rank-and-file police officers and 
photographers alike. 

Simon Reed, the chairman of the Police Federation, which represents England and Wales's 
140,000 rank-and-file officers, said: "I think some new guidance will be welcome." 

Link: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/police-uturn-on-photoeraphers- 
and-antiterror-laws- 1 834626.html 



DANVERS — In defiance of the ban on the word "meep," at least two Danvers High 
seniors wore blue "Free meep" T-shirts to school yesterday, saying they would like to 
sell these shirts to raise money for a scholarship or grant. Thanx Xenovalent! 

Seniors Mike Spiewak, 17, and Matt LaFleur, 18, wore their "Free meep" shirts to school 
yesterday despite a ban on the word that was broadcast to parents in an automated call about 
two weeks ago. The school's principal has said "meep" was being used to disrupt the school. 

The meep ban has stirred debate nationwide, with some saying the school overreacted and 
violated students' free speech rights while others said it was right to crack down on such 
conduct. 

The students spoke outside the school on Cabot Road yesterday and said they were not 
suspended for wearing the shirts yesterday, though some teachers asked them to cover them 
up. LaFleur said he has already been suspended twice for meeping, including once for 
creating a Facebook page asking about making shirts "to show how stupid it is we are getting 
banned from saying 'meep.'" 

Spiewak and LaFleur said meep was not used to harass a teacher but was an inside joke and a 
greeting. 

They picked it up from an unknown online player on the "Gears of War" Xbox game about a 
year and a half ago. The students said they apologized to the administration at the beginning 
of the school year, but the matter escalated. 

Spiewak said he passed out 24 shirts to friends yesterday, some wore them, others did not. 
Spiewak said Principal Thomas Murray told him his actions were "inappropriate and 
unacceptable" and said he should have sought permission first. 

Murray refused to comment at the school yesterday. 

Adults Michael Brownson of Andover, an insurance agent who works with Spiewak's 
mother, and Jim Shaw of Salisbury were on hand outside the school to support the students. 

"I thought there was an overreaction in Danvers," Brownson said. "I'm a businessman, I saw 
an opportunity to make things right." 

He said he wants students and the administration to get together and use money raised from 
the sale of the T-shirts to create a scholarship "raising awareness of constitutional law and 
what is right." 

Link: http://salemnews.com/punews/local_story_329224559.html 



We're Sorry Mr Turing - Thanks Schneelocke! 



Apparently, the British government finally managed to apologize for its treatment of Alan Turing, a 
famous and important computer scientist and mathematician who, among other things, helped 
break the nazi's Enigma codes during WW2 and who was, in the early fifties, tried for being gay and 
given the choice of either going to prison or being chemically castrated (and who, as a result, 
committed suicide two years afterwards). 

Of course, one commenter elsewhere notes: "I think this is the first time a petition on Number 10's 
site has *ever* achieved anything, probably because an apology is cheap. Petitions with literally 
millions of signatures have been ignored before"; nevertheless, though, it's a step in the right 
direction. (Not that I'm sure the claim that no petition there ever achieved anything is true, either, of 
course.) 

Link: http://www.numberlO.gov.uk/Page20571 



Half Time - Golden Robot Army - Kid Icarus - http://goldenrobotarmy.com/Download.html 

What We've been up to: 

R4nger5 BOB - all in the can! 

R4nger5 Radio - Season 2.0 to begin in the new year with all new features - now's the time if you 
want to see changes in the format, stuff covered and anything else you want to contribute 

R4nger5 Urban - the urban version of Back of Beyond 

Don't forget, if there's anything you want to produce - go for itllet us know and we will plug the crap 
out of it. 

R4nger5 Meet - SOMETIME IN April / May - the usual place - if anyone wants it at a particular time 
/ to do particular activities - now's the time! 



Musings 

Creativity - use it or lose it - it takes just an idea - get with creating something 



Reccomedia 

Carrier - now available on You Tube shows 

Scott Sigler audio books - I'm hooked - www.scottsigler.com 

The Last Enemy - available on You Tube shows 

Classic Doctor Who on You Tube Shows 

Cimmerians Pirate Party Radio Show - http://smf.rantradio.com/index.php?board=21.0 Thanks err 
Cimm! 

http://sittingnow.co.uk/ - podcast and info site -Thanks Harlequin! 

LET ME KNOW HOW THIS WENT - FEEDBACK IS VITAL - DON'T BITCH ABOUT SOUND QUALITY - 
IT'S A MOBILE PHONE FOR GOD'S SAKE! 



Outro 

- Carbon / Silicon- Disunited Kingdom from the album Carbon Bubble 

http://www.carbonsiliconinc.com/story.aspx?nid=242 




